Iﬂ:él Stone & Incense Curious, or no faith - Step 8 of 8

Talk to someone

“How can I, unless someone explains it to me2”

Inshort. Faithis a personal act, but not anisolated one: the believer receives faith from others and hands it on.!
From the time of the apostles, becoming a Christian has been ajourney in several stages, covered rapidly or
slowly.?

Key points Try this, this week

= Noone canbelieve alone, just as no one canlive alone.’ 1. Read Acts 8:26-39. Notice that Philip starts from the

= Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ.? passage the official is already reading.

2. Find a parish near you. Use the parish finder and note the

= Becominga Christianis ajourney in stages, rapid or slow.?
office hours.

= The catechumenate brings conversion and faith to maturity,

in union with an ecclesial community. * 3. Send one short message. “| have some questions about

the Catholic faith. Could we talk?”

4. Bring a friend if you like. A Catholic friend can come with
you, or simply listen.

“Philip ran to him, and heard him reading Isaiah the prophel, and said, ‘Do yvou understand what you are
reading?’ He said, ‘How can I, unless someone explains it to me?’ He begged Philip to come up and sil with him.”
Acts 8:30-31, World English Bible

Watch out: what this does not mean

= Programnames and timetables differ from parish to parish; what does not change is that the catechumenate is a formationin the
whole Christian life.*

= |nitiation of adults reaches its culmination in a single celebration of the three sacraments of initiation.®

Common questions

How long does becoming Catholic take?

Video answer: Catholic Answers, stoneandincense.com/en/questions/how-long-does-
becoming-catholic-take/

The Catechism says the journey of Christian initiation can be covered
rapidly or slowly, but certain essential elements will always be
present.?For adults it culminates in a single celebration of Baptism,
Confirmation and the Eucharist.®

Remember: You only need to ask the first question.
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Sources
1.CCC166 4,CCC1248
2.CCCI1229 5.CCC1233

3.Romans 10:17 (World English Bible)

Quotation above: Acts 8:30-31, World English Bible. Catechism: official text on vatican.va. Fulllesson, video and every

source:
Excerpts from the English translation of the Catechism of the Catholic Church for use in the United States of America © 1994, United States t di /go/cud
Catholic Conference, Inc. - Libreria Editrice Vaticana. Used with permission. Our plain wording is not an official Church text. Checked 4 stoneandincense.com/go/cu
October2026. You may print and copy this.



